manent appliances is perhaps less than formerly, owing to advances in surgical techniques, and the aim should be to achieve stability by surgery rather than by the use of external supports. Nevertheless, the need still exists, and the comfort and functional excellence of an appliance depends on the skill of the bracemaker.
The author gives specifications for the selection of materials and detailed instructions for the manufacturer of all types of appliances in general use. Any hospital possessing its own workshop must have this book, and any orthopedic surgeon who orders appliancesand this means all orthopedic surgeonsshould read it. The section on spinal bracing is of particular value, and the full significance of passive support versus active correction is well described and illustrated.
The book is well produced on good quality paper, with excellent type, clear photographs and line drawings. The author is to be congratulated on a production with which no fault can be found. In his short monograph Professor Douglas has set out to provide the practising surgeon with an account both of the physiological and histological features of the healing of wounded tissues, and also of the methods of management calculated to provide the best conditions for healing.
After a preliminary section describing the histological features of connective and epithelial tissue, there is a more detailed discussion of the healing process in skin, connective tissue, muscle, nerve and bone; and of the many factors that delay healing and the oneprevious woundingthat accelerates it. These two sections are lavishly illustrated with photomicrographs, many in colour. The results of many experimental investigations are summarized and supported by adequate references.
The last section is largely given to an account of recent work on the incidence and etiology of wound infection and of the various measures proposed for its control. These include the preparation of the patient; the clothing of the surgeon and his team; the structure and layout of the operating theatres, and the methods now recommended for sterilization of instruments, fabrics and equipment. There are also brief chapters on sutures and suturing, and on wound dehiscence and incisional hernia. The monograph is a pleasure to read, both from the directness and interest of its contents, and from the excellence of its production. It will surely be valuable for the surgeon to have presented in small compass such a distillate of the research from variousfields bearing on an allimportant part of his work. This book is by an American pediatrician well known to be long interested in epilepsy in children. It is essentially a practical manual with special reference to treatment. His methods are unusual in that great prominence is given to the ketogenic diet. Nearly a quarter of the book is taken up with detailed instruction for its use. Collaborators contribute chapters on electroencephalography and on the surgical treatment of epilepsy in children. The somewhat inconclusive discussion of aetiology and classification reveals our fundamental ignorance of many aspects of epilepsy, especially as regards the long-term follow-up of the different types of seizure. No entirely unselected sample of convulsions has ever been followed up long enough for evaluation of our methods of treatment. All we know is that the vast majority of fits in childhood must clear up, anyway. This lack of information also makes it possible to give only very general advice in genetic counselling.
Within the limits of our current knowledge this book gives a very adequate account of its subject. D A POND Dystrophia Myotonica and Related Disorders by J E Caughey MD(NZ) and N C Myrianthopoulos PhD pp xvi+282 illustrated $10 Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas 1963 Dystrophia myotonica is a disease of interest not only to neurologists but also to endocrinologists, ophthalmologists, cardiologists and experts in genetics, since there are so many clinical presentations of this familial disorder. The authors, the Associate Professor of Neurology at Otago and a scientist working at the National Institute, Bethesda, have written an exhaustive account of what is known of the disease. The other myotonic syndromes are also discussed, in particular paramyotonia congenita and its association with periodic paralysis. The monograph can be recommended as a factual account of what is known of all aspects of the myotonic disorders, excellently produced and illustrated and interestingly presented, but not containing important original observations. J W ALDREN TURNER
